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Abstract:

This research paper investigates the complex interplay of commitment and aestheticism in Kiran
Desai's novel "The Inheritance of Loss". The novel intricately weaves a narrative that presents an array of
commitments-personal, familial, societal, and political-within a vividly crafted aesthetic landscape. The analysis
reveals how commitment in the novel is portrayed not as a fixed, steadfast notion but rather as a mutable
concept that evolves amidst shifting socio-political and personal landscapes. Each character's narrative reflects a
unique interpretation of commitment, whether it is Sai's pursuit of education, the Judge's insistence on an
anglicized lifestyle, Biju's endeavors as an illegal immigrant, or Gyan's political alignment with the nationalist
cause. The paper explores how these commitments significantly influence the characters' actions, motivations,
and the losses they endure.Furthermore, the novel's aesthetics enhance the exploration of commitment, with the
melancholy and longing that pervade the narrative echoing the characters' commitments and their accompanying
losses. The descriptions of the Himalayan landscape, the chaotic streets of New York, and the nostalgic
reminiscences of the past form a rich aesthetic backdrop against which the characters' commitments unfold. The
paper also examines the novel's portrayal of political commitment, as represented by the Gorkhaland insurgency.
This political backdrop underlines the novel's exploration of identity and autonomy, further complicating the
characters' commitments. This research paper explores the complexities of commitment and aestheticism in
"The Inheritance of Loss", elucidating how the narrative embodies an amalgamation of commitment within its
evocative aesthetic setting. The paper posits that the novel represents commitment as an inheritance of loss-a
complex blend of obligation, longing, and the inevitable sense of loss.
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1. Introduction:

The concept of commitment in literature is often associated with a profound sense of obligation and
responsibility, either towards oneself or towards others. Kiran Desai's hovel "The Inheritance of Loss," winner
of the Man Booker Prize in 2006, stands as a monumental literary work that interrogates the complexities of
commitment through the lens of aestheticism (Desai, 2006). Commitment, within the scope of literature, is
usually explored in relation to an intense sense of responsibility, which is often directed towards oneself or
others. In the context of Desai's novel, commitment takes multifaceted forms-personal, familial, societal, and
political-and is portrayed through a rich variety of characters and interwoven plotlines.The narrative unfolds
amidst the turbulent backdrop of the Gorkhaland insurgency in Northeast India, a historical event that
significantly influences the characters' lives and the commitments they undertake (Lama, 2011). The narrative
thus becomes a nuanced exploration of how various commitments interact with and influence one another within
this particular sociopolitical context.

Aesthetically, Desai's work presents a rich tapestry of emotions, images, and locales, significantly
enhancing the portrayal of commitment. The narrative traverses the stunning landscapes of the Himalayas, the
bustling streets of New York, and the nostalgia-infused memories of the past. This aesthetic dimension adds
depth to the exploration of commitment in the novel, and creates an emotional landscape that is as captivating as
it is thought-provoking (Dhawan& Prasad, 2007).This research paper aims to explore the intricate dynamics of
commitment within the aesthetic framework of Desai's "The Inheritance of Loss.” It delves into how
commitment in its various forms is negotiated within the narrative and how the aesthetic dimension of the novel
amplifies this exploration of commitment.

2. The Aesthetics of Commitment:

Kiran Desai masterfully intertwines the theme of commitment within the novel's aestheticism. She
creates an atmosphere of melancholy and longing that pervades the narrative, underscoring the characters'
various commitments and the subsequent losses they endure. The aesthetic dimension of "The Inheritance of
Loss" contributes significantly to the exploration of commitment within the novel. Desai's aesthetic style,
characterized by its vivid imagery, poignant metaphors, and evocative landscapes, forms an integral part of how
commitment is portrayed in the novel (Ghosh, 2010).

Desai uses aesthetic devices to create an atmosphere of melancholy and longing, which pervades the
narrative. This emotional ambiance underscores the characters' commitments and the subsequent losses they
experience (Dhawan & Prasad, 2007). For instance, the lush descriptions of the Himalayan landscape, the
tumultuous streets of New York, and the nostalgic reveries of the past form a vibrant aesthetic backdrop that
enhances the exploration of commitment.Moreover, the aesthetic dimensions of the novel echo and enhance the
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complexities of commitment (Sarkar, 2015). For instance, the stark contrast between the tranquil beauty of the
Himalayas and the chaotic urban landscape of New York symbolizes the divergent commitments of the
characters. The tranquility of the mountains reflects Sai's commitment to her education and her peaceful
existence with her grandfather, while the chaos of New York reflects Biju's struggle to uphold his commitment
to his father amidst his challenging life as an illegal immigrant. Furthermore, the aesthetic contrasts in the novel
illustrate the tensions between different forms of commitment. The colonial-style house, an emblem of the
Judge's commitment to an anglicized lifestyle, stands in stark contrast with the rustic simplicity of the local
Nepali homes, representing the societal and cultural commitments of the local people (Singh, 2016).
3. Personal Commitment in Characters:

The characters in "The Inheritance of Loss" exhibit personal commitments that shape their actions and
trajectories within the novel. Desai explores these commitments in depth, revealing how they intertwine with the
characters' identities and circumstances, thereby significantly influencing the narrative's development (Desali,
2006). Sai, the teenage protagonist living with her grandfather, the Judge, displays a commitment to her
education. She nurtures the dream of pursuing her studies despite the tumultuous sociopolitical circumstances
surrounding her. This personal commitment is manifested in her persistent efforts to continue her studies under
the tutelage of her tutor, Gyan, reflecting her desire for a better future (Mukherjee, 2010). The Judge's personal
commitment is reflected in his adherence to an anglicized lifestyle. His experience of studying in England and
his resultant anglophile tendencies demonstrate a commitment to maintain a British lifestyle, even in the heart of
the Himalayas. His conviction to uphold this commitment, despite its isolating consequences, significantly
influences his interactions with the people and world around him (Singh, 2016).

Gyan, Sai's tutor and love interest, showcases his personal commitment towards the nationalist cause.
His association with the Gorkhaland insurgents reflects his commitment to fighting for his community's rights
and autonomy. This commitment not only complicates his relationship with Sai but also leads him down a path
of personal and political upheaval (Lama, 2011). Biju, the son of the Judge's cook, represents the commitment to
economic survival and family responsibility (Desai, 2006). As an undocumented immigrant in the US, he is
caught in the struggles of daily survival while trying to fulfill his obligation to support his father back home. His
commitment is demonstrated in his persistent attempts to find and keep jobs in the hostile environments of New
York's underbelly, highlighting the precarious nature of immigrant life (Nayak, 2014). Lola and Noni, two
sisters living in Kalimpong, exhibit commitment to maintaining their societal status and lifestyle. This is evident
in their efforts to preserve their Anglo-Indian identity and their insistence on living by the standards set by their
past affluence, despite their present financial struggles (Dodiya& Prasad, 2008). Their commitment is a
reflection of their struggle to hold onto their identity and dignity amid changing social dynamics. These varying
personal commitments of the characters significantly shape the narrative's trajectory, influencing the characters'
motivations and the personal losses they endure. They offer a profound insight into the intricate dynamics of
commitment within the novel's aesthetic framework, reinforcing the intertwining of individual desires and
broader sociopolitical realities.

4. Familial and Societal Commitment:

Desai explores the themes of familial and societal commitment, particularly through the character of
Biju, an illegal immigrant in the US who struggles to fulfill his commitment to his father by sending remittances
home. Kiran Desai's "The Inheritance of Loss" paints a vivid picture of familial and societal commitments
through its complex characters and their intertwined relationships. These commitments are depicted within the
fabric of the individuals' identities and their interactions with their familial and societal constructs (Desali,
2006).Familial commitment is most evident in the relationship between Biju, an illegal immigrant in the United
States, and his father, the Judge's cook. Despite the physical distance and challenging circumstances, Biju's
commitment to support his father is a significant driving force in his narrative. His pursuit of the elusive
"American Dream," fraught with hardships, is guided by his desire to improve his father's life back in India
(Nayak, 2014).

The Judge's commitment to his adopted daughter, Sai, presents another facet of familial commitment.
After being left orphaned, Sai's care and education become the Judge's responsibility. His commitment, albeit
grudging at times, highlights the obligations often attached to familial relationships. However, it also
underscores the fragility of such commitments, as they can be strained by personal prejudices and past traumas
(Singh, 2016).Societal commitment in "The Inheritance of Loss" is portrayed through the characters' adherence
to societal norms and their roles within their communities. The sisters, Lola and Noni, demonstrate this through
their dedication to maintaining their Anglo-Indian identity, despite the changing societal dynamics around them.
Their commitment to uphold their societal status serves as a testament to their resilience in the face of adversity
(Dodiya & Prasad, 2008).

The commitment to the societal cause is also represented through Gyan's affiliation with the
Gorkhaland movement. His alliance with the insurgents demonstrates his commitment to fighting for the
societal and political rights of his community (Lama, 2011).0n a familial level, the commitment of the cook,
Biju's father, towards his son's well-being and success is profound. Despite the distance and the uncertainty
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surrounding Biju's fate in the United States, the cook sustains his unwavering belief in the promise of a better

life for his son. His commitment to this dream demonstrates the lengths a parent is willing to go for their child's
future (Desai, 2006).

Sai's commitment to her unconventional family setup, constituted by the Judge and the cook, is another
compelling facet of familial commitment in the novel. Despite her loneliness and the challenges of living with
the reclusive and stern Judge, Sai remains committed to this familial arrangement, emphasizing the emotional
ties that bind her to this household (Mukherjee, 2010).0On the societal front, the novel underscores the
commitment of the local people to their collective identity and their struggle for autonomy. The Gorkhaland
movement, a pivotal element in the novel, symbolizes the collective commitment of the Gorkha community to
seek recognition and political rights (Lama, 2011). Furthermore, characters such as Lola and Noni embody
societal commitment through their staunch adherence to their Anglo-Indian identity. They struggle to uphold
their cultural heritage and social status in the face of societal change, underscoring their commitment to their
societal identity (Dodiya& Prasad, 2008).

5. Political Commitment and its Influence:

Desai delves into the realm of political commitment, especially through the Gorkhaland insurgency that
forms a crucial part of the novel's backdrop. The notion of political commitment is central to the narrative of
Kiran Desai's "The Inheritance of Loss". The novel portrays the political commitments of its characters and the
larger community in the context of the socio-political landscape of 1980s India, specifically the Gorkhaland
movement in the Darjeeling district (Desai, 2006).

The character of Gyan is significantly shaped by his political commitment to the Gorkhaland
movement. His transformation from Sai's tutor to a member of the insurgency encapsulates the pull of political
commitment and its capacity to reshape personal relationships and individual identities. Gyan's alignment with
the movement highlights the struggle of the marginalized Gorkha community, underscoring their commitment to
their political rights and identity (Lama, 2011).0On a broader societal level, the Gorkhaland movement, with its
demand for a separate state within India, represents the collective political commitment of the Gorkha
community. The portrayal of protests, strikes, and clashes with the authorities illustrates the community's
commitment to their political cause. This commitment is also a testament to their desire for autonomy, self-
determination, and recognition within the larger Indian polity (Mukherjee, 2010).

The influence of political commitment in the narrative is multifaceted. It is seen in the strained
relationship between Sai and Gyan, as Gyan’s political activism creates a rift in their previously close
relationship. Furthermore, it impacts the broader community, as the political unrest disrupts everyday life,
exemplified by the sporadic food shortages and the fear and uncertainty permeating the lives of the characters
(Mishra, 2012). "The Inheritance of Loss" provides a profound exploration of political commitment and its far-
reaching influences on the characters and their community. By intertwining personal narratives with political
realities, the novel offers a nuanced understanding of the complexities and implications of political commitment.
Gyan's political commitment leads him on a path of self-discovery and self-transformation. His association with
the Gorkhaland movement broadens his perspective and influences his actions, attitudes, and relationships,
particularly with Sai. This commitment propels him from a seemingly benign tutor to an active participant in a
political insurgency, demonstrating the transformative power of political commitment (Desai, 2006).The
political commitment to the Gorkhaland movement also pervades the collective consciousness of the Gorkha
community. It is reflected in the communal solidarity during strikes and protests, despite the hardships these
actions entail. This shared commitment shapes the community's identity, reinforces their collective action, and
serves as a symbol of their resistance and aspiration for political autonomy (Mishra, 2012).

The influence of this political commitment extends beyond the socio-political sphere to affect the
personal lives of the characters. It disrupts the routine, injects uncertainty, and heightens the sense of insecurity
among the characters. It also instigates change, whether it's the transformation of Gyan, the rupture in Sai's
romantic relationship, or the looming fear that disrupts the tranquillity of the Judge's previously insulated life
(Mukherjee, 2010).Consequently, the political commitment and its influence in "The Inheritance of Loss"
underscore the inseparable link between the personal and the political. It illustrates how political commitment
can catalyze personal transformations and collective action, even as it disrupts lives and injects uncertainty into
the characters' existence.

6. Conclusion:

In the analysis of Kiran Desai's "The Inheritance of Loss,” the exploration of the various forms of
commitment portrayed in the novel-personal, familial, societal, and political-provides a nuanced understanding
of the characters' experiences and the narrative's larger themes. These commitments are not static, monolithic
constructs but are dynamic, fluid, and subject to contestation and change.The characters' personal commitments,
exemplified through Biju's determination to succeed in America, the Judge's commitment to Sai, and Lola and
Noni's adherence to their cultural heritage, highlight the enduring nature of such commitments. At the same
time, their fragility is emphasized through the challenges these characters face, suggesting that personal
commitments are vulnerable to both internal conflicts and external pressures. Familial and societal
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commitments, as seen in Biju's obligation towards his father and the community's fight for Gorkhaland,
underscore the complex interplay of the personal and the collective. They demonstrate how these commitments
can influence the characters' identities and actions, and shape the course of their lives.The political commitment
to the Gorkhaland movement, especially evident in Gyan's transformation, provides a stark illustration of the
potency of such commitment. It shows how political commitments can disrupt personal relationships, catalyze
individual transformations, and mobilize collective action.In conclusion, the examination of the theme of
commitment in "The Inheritance of Loss" offers profound insights into the characters' experiences and the
intricate dynamics of personal, familial, societal, and political commitments. These commitments, while being
instrumental in defining the characters' identities and driving the narrative, are inherently fragile and susceptible
to the vicissitudes of personal predicaments and larger socio-political realities.
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